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[ Abstract] As an important way and means of collecting charity resources, charitable trust '
ought to have scored considerable achievements in a hundred years. In reality, however, its devel-
opment is not desirable globally and a big gap still remains between the original design of the sys-
tem and the practice. When charitable trust is implanted into Chinese society, being a legal sys-
tem introduced form Anglo-American countries, and based on different cultural traditions and wel-
fare set-ups in couniries and regions of both common law system and continental law system, it in-
evitably faces many obstacles. The foundation of the system of charitable trust is credibility. If
credibility is not regarded as the basic social norm, then it is impossible for the system to get any
development. This is the very reason that the system of charitable trust cannot take root, develop
and be legally established in China at present stage. Looking at the practical level, there is a ten-
sion between the system of charitable trust and the current laws in China. Deficiencies and lag-
ging-behind are common, whether in terms of the establishment of the subject, the attribute of
trust estate, and procedural set-up, or with regard to the supervision mechanism of charitable trust
and the impetus of preferential policy of tax revenue. At present, the drafting of law on charitable
undertakings is well under way. Since neither the initial motive force nor necessary conditions are
available in the shaping of the system of charitable trust in China, it is not proper and ripe to pro-

vide this system in the law on charitable undertakings at this stage.
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