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[ Abstract] The compliance theory of international law has become one of the most dy-
namic research fields in international law. The interest-based school and the norm-based school
have posited and tested whether and how the factors of state interest, sanction, reputation,
norm , state capacity and social situation influence a state’ s behavior relating to compliance with
international law. Now the two theoretical schools tend to draw on ideas from each other, and
the scope, subject, as well as method of research on the compliance theory of international law
are expending. Compared with that in western countries, the research on the compliance theory
of international law by Chinese academic circle is still in its infancy. In order to serving national
interests and to adapt to the changes of paradigm in legal research and the development of inter-
national legal theory, it is necessary to further strengthen the study on the compliance theory of
international law, especially the empirical study based on China’ s compliance with international

law.
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