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[ Abstract] The statement of the child victims often constitute'tht/ main evidence in ca-
ses of child sexual abuse and the examination and determination-6f the truthfulness of such state-
ment plays a decisive role in the identification of faets in thesd cases. Due to the special charac-
teristics of the victim in child sexual abuse cas¢s’‘@éneral experience and comimbn sense will
hinder the accurate identification of theWacts in these cases. In view of this ract, countries of
the Anglo-American legal system began ts”study the impacts of nokt=invesive symptoms and the
procedures and methods of iy on the authenticity of the statémient of the victim of child sex-
ual abuse. Suchrsthdy is al$o known as social scienceesearch. Judging from legislative and ju-
dicial practice, th€ results of such studies have been widely applied in cases of child sexual a-
buse, providing a scientific basis for the_examination of the authenticity of child victim’ s state-
ment. China should, on the bagis\of drawing on the social science literature and the experiences
of foreign legal systems (take the{ollowing measures to reform the rules on in the examination
and determination of evidence in child sexual abuse cases: first, introducing expert testimony to
assist the judges in the examination and determination the victim’ s statement; second, giving
differential treatments to the delay in the disclosure of criminal facts, withdrawal of allegations,
and inconsistent statements made by victims of child sexual abuse; and thirdly, excluding state-
ments by the victim of child sexual abuse obtained through inquiries with strongly suggestive

methods.
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