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[ Abstract] This article presents the most recent developments in private international law
of the European Community through commentary and analysis of the main contents of the Rome I
Regulation on the Law Applicable to Contractual Obligations which was adopted in 2008. It points
out that the Rome I Regulation has increased the legal certainty and predictability in determining
the law applicable to contractual obligations, and has followed the trend of development of contem-
porary private international law with respect to legislative techniques. A comparative observation
has also been made concerning the conflict rules on the law applicable to coniracts in the present
statutory law of China. Rome I Regulation may serve as a useful example in improving the conflict
rules in contractual matters with regard to the legislative techniques in China and is of reference

value to the ongoing codification of Chinese private international law.
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