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[ Abstract] Exhibit and physical evidence are two different concepts. The former is not
a piece of evidence in itself, but an object that contains evidence. Physical evidence refers to
two kinds of facts obtained from an exhibit; facts contained in an object and facts embodied in
an object. These two kinds of facts become evidence when they are associated with other facts
that need to be proved in a case. An inspection transcript should not be regarded as physical ev-
idence, nor should an expert conclusion be regarded as testimony of witness. It is even more im-
proper to regard inquisition or inspection transcripts and expert conclusion as two kinds of evi-
dence parallel to physical evidence. They are only evidentiary materials that reflect evidence
and can be referred to as physical evidentiary materials. Physical evidence is the best evidence
and has been attached more and more importance to in Chinese criminal justice system. From
the historical point of view, the shift of emphasis from testimony of witness to physical evidence
represents a fundamental transformation that will open up a new era in the history of criminal

justice in China.
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