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[ Abstract] By taking 1976 Convention on Limitation of Liability for Maritime Claims as
a source of reference, the Chinese Maritime Law provides for a system in its chapter 11 similar
to that established in the Convention. Through the analysis of the methods of legal interpretation
reflected in the relevant maritime judicial interpretations and maritime cases according to the
rules of interpretation of international conventions and domestic laws, this paper points out that
it is necessary to determine whether or not certain claims should be subject to limitation mainly
by ways of interpretation of legislative purpose, literal interpretation, and logical reasoning, so
as to ensure the certainty, predictability and international convergence of the application of mar-
itime laws , although the likelihood of adopting other methods of legal interpretation in the future
judicial practices cannot be ruled out. Meanwhile, in view of some overlaps in the literary con-
tent between claims (a) and (c¢) and claims (d) and (e) of Article 2 Paragraph 1 of the Con-
vention, the legislative purpose should be paid much more attention to. Therefore, at the pres-
ent stage, the rules may be established in China through the following two steps; firstly, to en-
sure that the Convention and the Chinese Maritime Law protect the relevant public interests
within the defined scope and at different levels and to emphasize the relativity of legal relations
in judicial practices, so that not all the maritime claims involving public interests are always ex-
empted from the limitation. Secondly, if a maritime claim falls into the scope of claims (d) and
(e) of Article 2 Paragraph 1 of the Convention, to which the Chinese Maritime Law has made
reservation , it shall be still deemed as a claim exempted from limitation even if it also belongs to
the scope of claims (a) and (c¢) of the same Article; if a maritime claim doesn’ t fall into the
scope of claims (d) and (e) of Article 2 Paragraph 1 of the Convention, but belongs to the
scope of claims (a) and (c) of the same Article, it shall be deemed as a claim subject to limi-

tation.
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