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Abstract; As a fundamental constitutional system, constitutional review is not only a legal arrange-
ment but also a political one, with both legal and political functions. China needs to develop a unique
constitutional review system on the basis of its own political structure and state power operation sys-
tem. The 1982 Constitution has established a state power operation structure in which democratic cen-
tralism, relationships between deliberative and executive powers, and constitutional review inter-de-
pend on and interact with each other. The constitutional review system should take the maintenance of
the balance between deliberative and executive powers as its functional orientation, focus on the dual
objectives of efficiency and restraint, and play dual functions at both the political and the legal levels.
Constitutional review at the political level should mainly be aimed at standardizing and guaranteeing
the realization of democracy from the perspective of Party-government relationship, power structure
and democratic operation. Constitutional review at the legal level should mainly be carried out by con-
sidering how courts deal with constitutional questions in the trial of individual cases. The political
function of constitutional review determines that the legal constitutional review should be changed from
the current multi-track legislative review regime to a dual-track mechanism with a linkage between the
National People’s Congress (and its Standing Committee) and the Supreme People’s Court.

Key Words: relationship between deliberative and executive powers, integration of deliberative and

executive powers, functional appropriateness, democratic centralism, constitutional review
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