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[ Abstract] Represented by UK, France, Germany, Holland and Italy, the technical in-
vestigation in Europe has experienced gradual evolution and finally formed the similar and distin-
guishing characteristic procedural control mechanism. The adjudications of European Court of Hu-
man Rights had a significant influence on the above countries. Concerning decision-making
process of technical investigation, the five countries each has its own characteristics, and the
choice of judicial review, quasi-judicial review and administrative examination patterns are on the
basis of the features of their own domestic criminal justice. There is a changing process of applica-
tion of technical investigation from legislation control to limited extension, and from traditional se-
cret surveillance to expansion into the emerging fields, such as the extreme crimes including or-
ganized crime, terrorism crime and so on. The basic rules of technical investigation are proportion-
ality principle and necessity principle, which could present the characters of European public law.
Through the implementation of specific procedures to regulate the application of technical investi-
gation, and the abuses of technical investigation could be avoided in operational level. Compara-

tive study would be helpful to the legalization of technical investigation in China.
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