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Victims and Victim’s Participation under the Rome

Statute of the International Criminal Court
Ling Yan
Abstract; It has been established individual criminal responsibility for violations of international
humanitarian law after the Second World War. Along with the development of human rights, international
law began to recognize the right to remedy in general, and the right to participation in criminal
proceedings and compensation in particular, of the victims suffering from serious violations of human rights
and humanitarian law. Some states have been allowing the victims to participate in different stages of
criminal proceedings in various manners prior to the establishment of the International Criminal Court.
Based on the experience of the two ad hoc International Criminal Tribunals that victims have special
interests and concerns of their own, the International Criminal Court acknowledged the victim’s right to
participation in the criminal proceedings, which has significance to victims, their community and
international criminal justice. The victim’s participation system in the International Criminal Court has
unique aspects. The definition of the victim is broader. Victims are not a party. They can participate in
the proceedings that the Rome Statute allowed them to do so or allowed them to apply for the participation.

Keywords: International Criminal Court, Rome Statute, Victim’s Participation
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