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[ Abstract] Being the most important international human rights instrument after the Sec-
ond World War, Universal Declaration of Human Rights has gone beyond the abstract human
rights theory of “natural right” and the region-oriented human rights theory of “fundamental
rights” , thus established a new human rights theory based on global moral consensus. P. C.
Chang, a Chinese scholar, had made significant contribution to the shaping of this new human
rights theory. Aéting as Vice President of Human Rights Commission, P. C. Chang participated in
the drafting of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights throughout the whole proceeding. From
organizational point of view, he helped the Commission avoid a split by his excellent diplomatic
wisdom, and ensured the smooth adoption of the Declaration. From the theoretical point of view,
based on Confusion ideology, He put forward many proposals in relation to human rights theory,
including opposing Western-couniries-centered approach while advocating pluralism, abandoning
dispute‘s of religious philosophy while seeking for moral consensus, and using conscience to bal-

&

ance the reason, ete. By advocating “conscience” as the basis of human rights, P. C. Chang
found a new source of legality for the traditional human right discourse, which had been bogged

down in religious, rational and power criticisms.

(FE%E:5 1)

- 149 -





