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Abstract; Article 36 of the 2018 Amendment to the Chinese Constitution adds the provision “the
leadership of the Communist Party of China is the most essential attribute of socialism with Chinese
characteristics” to the General Principles of the Chinese Constitution, thus bridging the gap between
constitutional norms and constitutional practices, and further confirming the Communist Party of Chi-
na’ s role as the core of leadership of the cause of socialism with Chinese characteristics. The norma-
tive system of “the leadership of the Communist Party of China” in the Chinese Constitution consists
of many norms in the Preamble and relevant provisions of the current Constitution. This normative sys-
tem is a historical product formed through accumulation in the process of constitutional transformation.
The norms of “the leadership of the Communist Party of China” in the 1982 Constitution were the in-
heritance and development of those in the 1954 Constitution. Although the 2018 Amendment to the
Chinese Constitution further consolidates and strengthens the political-legal logic of overall leadership
of the Communist Party of China, it is quite different from the 1975 Constitution and the 1978 Consti-
tution in the aspects of constitutional functions and legislative techniques. The normative system of
“the leadership of the Communist Party of China” in the current Constitution provides new issues for
constitutional law study. Researchers of Chinese constitutional law should actively construct a consti-
tutional theory of political parties on the basis of the relatively complete normative system of “the
leadership of the Communist Party of China” in the Chinese Constitution.
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