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Theoretical Reconstruction of Contemporary International
Lawmaking: A Review on Shinya Murase’s International

Lawmaking . Sources of Law in International Law Theory
Chen Yifeng

Abstract: This review offers an analytical and interpretative reading on the Chinese translation of the
International Lawmaking: Sources of Law in International Law Theory by Shinya Murase from Sophia University
of Japan. The academic merits of the book are worth mentioning. In proposing a dynamic perspective on
international lawmaking, the author has successfully brought the subjects, actors, process, mechanism,
institutional settings and outcomes of international lawmaking to the forefront of academic discussion, which
makes a significant enlargement of existing research on international lawmaking. Historically, the transformation
of the notion of custom from special custom among specific states to functioning as general international law as
a result of the positivization of international law, illustrates the change of legitimacy beneath formal
international lawmaking. The observations by the author on the problems the International Law Commission are
facing generally and especially in its expert lawmaking are also full of insights.
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