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[ Abstract] The transfer of ownership of motor vehicles and other special movables takes
delivery, rather than registration, as the requirement for validity. Registration is only a counter
requirement against a bona fide third party, which does have the legal effect of alteration of
ownership under the current Chinese law. If a same motor vehicle is sold to more than one buy-
ers, delivered to the first buyer, but registered under the name of the second buyer, the first
buyer shall has the ownership of the motor vehicle. However, such ownership can be used
against the second buyer only after the latter’ s registration of the vehicle is cancelled. In such
case, the argument that the second buyer should have priority over the first buyer in acquiring
the ownership of the motor vehicle because the vehicle is registered under his name is untena-
ble: a person cannot have the ownership of a motor vehicle without actually receiving it. Never-
theless, registration still has certain significances, such as reflecting the relationship of property
right in a relatively accurate and truthful way, being convenient for management and public en-

quiry, and playing an important role in determining whether a buyer is bona fide.
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