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[35) See Dallas Smythe, Communications: Blindspot of Western Marxism, 1 Canadian Journal of Political and Social Theory 3,
3-8 (1977) ; C. Fuchs, Dallas Smythe Today—The Audience Commodity, the Digital Labour Debate, Marxist Political Econ-
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Abstract; A double-layer allocation scheme, consisting of the allocation of the right to control data at
the data production layer and the allocation of the right to use data at the data circulation layer, should
be constructed to promote the orderly and efficient flow of data. At the data production layer, the alloca-
tion of the right to control data should be based on data production, recognizing that data producers have
a general right to data control over the data they produce. The meaning of data production should be
clarified and data production should be distinguished from the production of other input factors or digital
labor. At the data circulation layer, the right to use data should be allocated according to either the vol-
untary model or the statutory model. The voluntary allocation of the right to use data can be achieved by
authorizing others to use the data or by exposing the data. The statutory allocation of the right to use data
includes two model situations when it is necessary to protect specific interests and when it is necessary to
facilitate the flow of data.

Key Words: data production, data circulation, right to control data, right to use data, “Twenty Arti-

cles on Data”
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