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[ Abstract] There are some misunderstandings both in theory and in practice about the
nature, the scope, and the consequences of the principle of in dubio pro reo, which lead to the
blurring and ambiguity of its connotation. It is clear that in dubio pro reo is a widely accepted
and recognized principle yet with unequivocal limitations. It is not that in dubio pro reo will be
applied whenever there is a doubt, but that some prerequisites have to be met before this princi-
ple can be applied. It takes other criminal principles, such as free evaluation of evidence, as its
institutional premises and is limited by such factors as subject, object and time. For clarifica-
tion, a not guilty verdict will not be automatically delivered when there is a doubt. However,
there are several options for the fact finders and the law finders to choose from, for example, an
offense of lower level or a diminished responsibility. It is not wise to categorically decline a less-
er sentence when there is a doubt. Recently, the criminal justice system in China is under tre-
mendous pressure because some people formerly convicted on the basis of unsound evidence
turned out to be innocent. As a result, in dubio pro reo is highly trusted and considered as the
most effective and practical way to prevent miscarriage of justice. Unfortunately, this is not the
case ; it is neither the only way to prevent wrongful convictions, nor a cure-all solution to chron-

ic problems in the criminal justice system.
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