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[ Abstract]  Field investigations found thapformalization of appropriate adult’ s presence
during interrggation tends to be deteriorated ;\appropriate adult’ s presence coverage is insuffi-
cient and juvenile suspects have né\impregsion on appropriate adult’ s presence. Reasons of de-
terioration include appropriate, sdult) s presence is mandatory deficiency; appropriate adult’ s a-
bility is not enough 1o suppatt-its substantive performance of duties; appropriate adult’ s restrict-
ed activities during interrogation directly leads to formalization. Severe formalization further
gave birth to the argument that the appropriate adult’ s presence system was useless and should
be cancelled. To response the “uselessness” argument and rethink the necessity and value of
this system, it is necessary to go beyond the superficial function of supervision and witnessing
interrogation process, return to the institutional roots of state guardianship, pay attention to its
multi-value in the perspective of juvenile justice, and make appropriate adult to play a substan-

tial role by improving the system and operatio ns.
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