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[ Abstract] With the diversification of the growing demands of the people, the supply-
demand contradiction between the external society and judicial response has become increasingly
prominent. On the one hand, the supply-demand contradiction constitutes the basic social driv-
ing force for the continuous improvement of the current judiciary. On the other hand, the rela-
tionship between the judiciary and the external society has become a problem that must be dealt
with in the operation of judicial power. The power allocation and function of the judiciary pre-
suppose the inevitability of its response to society. However, in the process of responding to so-
cial demands, the judiciary faces the difficult problem of dealing with the relationship between
judicial autonomy and judicial social responsiveness. Inspired by the system theory of law, re-
flexive justice can be proposed as an integrative concept to deal with this problem. Through the
normative expression of judicial decision-making basis and the moderate social openness of judi-
cial decision-making cognition, reflexive justice not only avoids the drawbacks of the pure legal
formalism of mechanical justice, but also makes up for the legality crisis faced by responsive
justice, as well as the theoretical defect of responsive law, namely/ignoring legal exogenous fac-
tors, and ultimately realizes “opening under closure” and * response under autonomy” in the
judicial system’ s response to society. Environmentil information has an<{irritation” function for
reflexive justice, which cognitively prompts'judges to reflect on<the Vegality and rationality of
rulings, and even the normative choices, inierpretation methdds and consequence considerations
behind rulings. Although theljudiciary has social openiess in cognition, this openness has the
characteristics of optionality and moderation -and is\controlled by the two dimensions of “quali-
ty” and “quantity” , so as not to fall intdythe situation of “public opinion intervention in jus-
tice”. In short, in the context &f qudicial response to social demands, the reflexive judicial
model is characterized by not only social openness, but also closedness. Moreover, the relation-
ship between openness and closedness of the judicial system in responding to social demands is
that of dialectical unity. The closedness of the judicial system constitutes the precondition of its
cognitive openness. The judiciary acquires legality and legitimacy of its own operation through
moderate social cognitive openness and expression of normative basis. Reflexive justice provides
a preliminary analytical framework for the positive interaction between justice and society, and
it is a new model of anticipated judicial response to social demands. Against the background
that China has achieved phased results in judicial reform, if the Chinese judiciary wants to truly
move towards a reflexive judicial model, it needs to make further improvements in at least the
following three dimensions; first, defining the boundary between judicial professionalization and
popularization ; second, reaching more consensus among subjects through the negotiable struc-

ture within the judiciary; and third, strengthening institution building to provide more stable

normative expectations.
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