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On the International Legal Regulation of Transboundary
Movement of Plastic Waste: From the Perspective of the

Basel Convention Plastic Waste Amendments
Wang Meili and Chen Yue
Abstract: The transboundary movements of plastic waste have long been in the vacuum of international

legal regulation. The official entry into force of the Basel Convention Plastic Waste Amendments in
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January 2021 means the international community has reached a binding international arrangement for the
transboundary movements of plastic waste for the first time. The introduction of the Amendments enables
the vast majority of transboundary movements of plastic waste under the guidance of international rules,
and begins to form the general practice for plastic waste rules, which is expected to reverse the status quo
in which developing countries are bent on replacing developed countries to bear the negative environmental
externalities caused by transboundary movements of plastic waste. However, the initial flaws in the
institutional design of the Basel Convention, the ambiguity of key terms in the Plastic Waste Amendments,
the absence of preferential policies for developing countries, and the rising trend of illegal transboundary
shipments will also limit the practical effects of the Plastic Waste Amendments. Therefore, the
implementation of the Plastic Waste Amendments in the future can be improved by reducing the sources of
plastic waste, enforcing the more vague provisions at the domestic level, appropriately relaxing export
standards and simplifying export procedures for developing countries, and taking necessary measures to
curb illegal transhoundary shipments of plastic waste, etc.. China should seize this historical opportunity
to transform the Plastic Waste Amendments into domestic law, improve the domestic legal supervision
system of plastic waste, strengthen regional cooperation in the regulation of transboundary movements of
plastic waste, and increase China’s role in the legal regulation of transboundary movements of plastic
waste.

Keywords: Basel Convention, Basel Convention Plastic Waste Amendments, Transboundary

Movements, Prior Informed Consent Procedure, Illegal Transboundary Movements
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