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[ Abstract| The concept of sodialiaw is a basic isste it the study of social law in Chi-
na. A review of the debate on'this issue in China-shows that the concept of social law has been
used at different levels:,/The middle sense of, social law defines social law in the sense of re-
search object and research field, whilesthe broad sense of social law defines social law in the
sense of research method, both\of\the two definitions are reasonable in their respective contexts.
An analysis using the theories of philosophy of language and pragmatic jurisprudence shows that
words and concepts do not have essential meanings. We should adopt the problem-oriented prag-
matism to define words and concepts. Starting from the problem-orientation of institutional re-
search, we can extract and refine the three core propositions of inequality, sustainability and ex-
ternality in social law. Understanding social law from the perspective of these three core propo-
sitions enables us to better grasp social law from the perspective of institutional research, and
also to better learn from foreign academic research, thereby forming a relationship of mutual ref-
erence and mutual complementation between social law theory, traditional public law theory and

private law theory.

(FriEmE B 12)

.90 .





