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Abstract ; The time of the earliest promulgation of laws in China has been a long-standing controversy
in the academic circle. Less attention is paid to the form of promulgation of law in pre-Qin period and
Han dynasty. This paper carries out systematic textual researches on different forms of promulgation of
law in early Chinese history on the basis of unearthed materials and historical literatures, such as Xian
Xing of the Yin and Zhou dynasties, Cast Penal Code and Cast Penal Tripod in the Spring and Au-
tumn Period, the law casted on measurement instruments during the Warring States Period and Qin
Dynasty and Stone Inscriptions, Bian Shu, and Lu Bu in Han Dynasty, and concludes that the prom-
ulgation of law was a common practice in early Chinese history and the traditional view that the prac-
tice of promulgation of law began with Zhu Xing Shu in the Spring and Autumn Period is untenable.
Key Words: unearthed historical literature, promulgation of law, laws casted on measurement instru-

ments
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