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Abstract: The judicial policy of pursuing “social effects” may be one of the most significant Chinese
characteristics of the blueprint of development of the rule of law depicted by the Supreme People’ s
Court. The concept of “social effects” was launched by the Supreme People’ s Court in its transforma-
tion period in 1983. Judicial documents from 1983 to 2012 show that the concept of “social effects”
has no fixed meaning in the eyes of the Supreme People’ s Court and the specific meanings of “social
effects” have been changing along with the change of China’s public policies in different fields and
under different social circumstances. The primary motivation of creating the flexible concept of “so-
cial effects” was to build a judicial mechanism for transferring public policies adopted by the Party
and the state into court decision processes. Despite lots of academic criticisms, the juridical policy of
pursuing “social effects” had been successfully implemented for three decades before finally being ad-
justed since 2013. Academic criticisms, however, are not adequate reasons for resisting the judicial
policy. Actually, the judicial policy of seeking “social effects” coincides with the developing trend of
juridical philosophy in contemporary world. It is just a Chinese expression of seeking optimal judicial
decisions, which is a general concept in western juridical philosophy. The key problem to be solved is
the improper use of parallel concepts of “legal effects” and “social effects”. Using academic concepts
properly can reduce unnecessary misunderstandings, but never eliminate prejudices and methodologi-
cal confusions in statutory interpretation. A complete solution to this problem is to correctly deal with
the relationship between juridical dogmatics and public policy in the process of application of law.

Key words: the Supreme People’ s Court, judicial policies, social effects, rule of law
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