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Abstract; The nature and functions of the adjudication committee in Chinese courts have been a con-
troversial topic in the law circle since the 1990s. Based on approximately 600 meeting records of the
adjudication committee in a grassroots people’ s court and interviews with judges, this article exam-
ines the adjudication committee’ s decision-making process in handling cases under external political
or social pressure. It demonstrates the logic of adjudication committee’ s decision-making behavior, i.
e., to reduce or convert the external pressure into a judicial decision acceptable to all relevant parties
and to strike a balance between the legitimacy and legality of the case. The adjudication committee’
s decision-making process does not pay much attention to the issue of judicial independence, which
has been a major concern of legal scholars, nor is it a“black hole” for evading judicial responsibility.
Instead, it is a process of legitimation in which the committee weighs and balances the political, so-
cial, and legal elements of the case. The goal is to make judicial decisions that are not only in accord-
ance with state law, but also acceptable by both the Party and administrative authorities and local peo-
ple. The adjudication committee’ s process of discussing cases under political and social pressure con-
sists of five steps, i.e., collectively publicizing the pressure, reviewing the legality of the pressure,
discussing the strategies for handling the pressure, determining the decision-making plan, and repor-
ting to higher authorities and making the final decision according to their feedbacks. Although this
study focuses on one empirical case, it demonstrates a general logic of judicial behavior and decision-
making.

Key Words: adjudication committee, judicial decision-making, legitimacy, legality
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