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Abstract: The establishment of the rule of concealed evidence is supported by experience and related
to the special criminal judicial environment in China. Although judicial interpretation has set some
very strict collateral requirements, there still exists the risk of false reinforcement. The implementa-
tion of this rule has on the one hand confirmed that the rule does have a strong empirical support, but
on the other hand, also showed that some practices have partly deviated from the text, as evidenced
by the differentiation in the control of the degree of reinforcement and the expanding scope of applica-
tion. In the meantime, the diversification of confession pollution, the overconfidence on the part of
judiciary officers, and the difficulties in actual detection of pollution are challenging the collateral re-
quirements of the prevention of false reinforcement. There are different kinds of factors that influence
the implement of the rule of concealed evidence, such as the psychological condition of judicial of-
ficers, the verification mode in Chinese criminal justice system, the ambiguity of the rules them-
selves, the risk control consciousness of judicial officers, the substantive justice orientation of the ju-
dicial system and the lack of both the supply of and the demand for audio and video recordings. Pre-
vention of false reinforcement and promotion of efficiency have different value ranks in different types
of cases. Considering that the confession reinforced by concealed evidence is generally credible, a di-
versified strategy for the implementation of the rule of concealed evidence should be adopted by fol-
lowing the general principle of improving efficiency in misdemeanor cases and preventing the risk of
false reinforcement in felony cases while, at the same time, taking into consideration the risk of mis-
judgment, the severity of consequence in different types of cases and the factor of efficiency.

Key Words: concealed evidence, the rule of concealed evidence, oral confession, the rules of rein-

forcement of oral confession, false reinforcement
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