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Abstract ; For a long period of time, there have been big differences between the studies on the judi-
cial committee system carried out by judicial theorists and those carried out by practitioners, which
are based on different values and research methods. Since the operation of judicial committee is not
open enough, there are many misunderstandings and prejudices in existing studies. Empirical study
shows that members of a judicial committee possess professional knowledge, expertise, as well as po-
litical bureaucracy, so it is difficult to simply negate the role played by the committee; judicial com-
mittee is the ultimate decision maker in only a handful cases, rather than in all major cases, and its
function is very different in courts at different levels and in different regions; the procedure of deliber-
ation at judicial committee is relatively institutionalized ; its deliberation is focused on both facts and
legal issues, and the result of its deliberation tends to accord with the view of the judge handling the
case on the whole. Of course, issues relating to judicial committee need to be dealt with through re-
form. The future direction of reform is to substantially narrow down the scope of ordinary cases delib-
erated by judicial committee, carefully deal with the committee’ s deliberation on the facts of the
case, differentiate the functions of judicial committee by the hierarchy and region, and continue to
build an institutionalized, democratization and open deliberation mechanism.

Key Words: judicial committee, operation of power, empirical study
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