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Abstract; Currently, promoting citizens’ orderly participation in the administration of justice has be-
come an important part of judicial reform in China. Compared with the notion of “the principle of rel-
ying on the masses” , the conception of “citizens’ participation in the administration of justice” can
better embody the extensiveness and initiatives of citizens’ participation. Citizens’ participation in
the administration of justice in China is characterized by the externality of subjects, the publicity of
objects and the substantiality of effect. It has demonstrated a trend of development from  citizens’
participation” to “social participation” and “participation by experts” , and from participation in the
trial to participation in the whole process of litigation. And its functions mainly include judicial assis-
tance, balance of power, and supervision over power. Citizens’ participation in the administration of
justice is of positive significance to promoting the development of judicial democracy, judicial justice,
judicial credibility, and judicial capacity. In promoting citizens’ orderly participation in the adminis-
tration of justice, China should pay attention to the standardization and effectiveness of participation.
Not enough attention has been paid to citizens’ participation by traditional institutional arrangements
in China. In the future, China should promote in a comprehensive way citizens’ participation in the
fields of investigation, prosecution, trial and execution, so as to develop a system of citizens’ partici-
pation in the administration of justice with Chinese characteristics.

Key Words: judicial reform, citizens’ participation in the administration of justice, the principle of

relying on the masses, administration of criminal justice
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