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Abstract: In China, a freight forwarding contract belongs to the category of innominate contract and ,
according to relevant judicial interpretations, the issue of legal effect of sub-delegation of freight for-
warding should be dealt with in accordance with Article 400 of the Chinese Contract Law. Such inter-
pretations fail to accurately distinguish between the concepts of agency, mandate, brokerage, sub-
agency, and successive freight forwarding, thus leading to the phenomenon of like cases being treated
differently in judicial practice. In freight forwarding practice, the freight forwarder can carry out ju-
ridical act both in his own name and in the name of the principal. These two kinds of juridical act
should be treated differently in judicial practice and regulated in accordance with rules on agency in
the General Principles of the Civil Law and rules on brokerage in the Contract Law, respectively. On
the above basis, the juridical act of freight forwarding should be further divided into two categories,
namely freight forwarding with successive freight forwarding and freight forwarding with sub-agency.
Also, considerations should be given to the possibility of transformation of status from freight forwarder
to carrier, and the influence of commercial usage of the freight forwarding industry on the act of sub-
delegation under freight forwarding. Only in this way can like cases of freight forwarding be treated a-
like at the level of legal interpretation.
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