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Abstract; Since 1978, China is gradually moving from the “Law-creating Age” towards the “Law-re-
vising Age”. The basic development path of the revision of law in the past thirty years and more re-
flects the relationship between legislation and reform in China. During the period between 1978 and
1993, which was a difficult period for China in which the reform and social transition had just begun,
the focus of legislative work was on renovating, even reconstructing, the “political roof”. Between
1993 and 1998, the legislative organs began to attach importance to combining legislation with the de-
cision-making on reform and development and bringing the market economy into the orbit of law. Be-
tween 1998 and 2008, the pace of law-creation began to slow down, greater efforts had been made in
the revision of law, and the construction of a legal system of market economy had been carried out an
all-round way. And between 2008 and 2014, legislation entered into a new phase of providing guid-
ance to the deepening the reform in a comprehensive way. The promotion of reform through the revi-
sion of law is an indication that state governance is gradually modernized and brought into the orbit of
the rule of law. Summarizing the basic experience of revision of law in the process of reform between
1978 and 2014 and analyzing the characteristics of the gradual shift of the emphasis of legislative work
towards the revision of law is conducive to the correct understanding of the relationship between legis-
lation and reform in the process of comprehensively promoting the rule of law and to better observing
and grasping the historical path and the future trend of the development of Chinese society.

Key Words: rule of law, revision of law, legal system, legislation and reform
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