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Abstract: In modern times, China had experienced the evolution from the hierarchical status to
equality before the law. Realistic demand which was caused by the change of economic and politi-
cal situations in modern China was the major force which pushed the loosing of the hierarchical
status and the germination of the equality idea. Although Reformists and Revolutionaries had dif-
ferent layout on how to achieve equality, their criticism of hierarchical status and their advocacy of
equality became the ideological foundation of the outbreak of the Revolution of 1911. In modern
times, Chinese intellectuals deconstructed the hierarchical status through the concepts of “citizen”
and “people”, etc. , and constructed the concept of equality. After the Revolution of 1911, the
principle of equality was established by the way of Constitution and concretized by other laws and
decrees. The establishment of the principle of equality also required reinforcing the consciousness
and cultivation of the citizen. In this sense, the cultivation of the citizen and the establishment,
maintenance and realization of the principle of equality before law were two different aspects car-
ried out in the same time.

In a word, the Revolution of 1911 is different from any of the hierarchical —differentiation—
featured insurgences before. Initiated from the pursuit of personal equality by Chinese people,
through the explanation and promulgation of the concept of equality, the Revolution of 1911
established the principle of equality before law for the first time in Chinese history by totally new
political system and law.

Key Words: hierarchical status, legal equality, the Revolution of 1911
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