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Abstract: The humanization of international law means that the international community should
not only concern the economic development and the growth of social welfare brought by transna-
tional economic exchanges, but also pay attention to the environmental problems and human
rights issues caused by economic activities. Whether from the perspective of substantive law or
procedural law, most international investment treaties can’t meet the needs of humanization.

From the perspective of substantive law, the investment treatment clauses and the expropria-
tion clauses are designed obscurely and it is very easy for investors to interpret these clauses very
broadly. This constitutes a serious threat to the exercise of legislative, judicial and administrative
power of host countries in the field of human rights protection and environment protection. It can
even produce “chilling effect” on the future legislation of host countries.

From the perspective of procedural law, the investment arbitration system under the current
investment treaties has many obvious defects, and host countries have to face more and more eco-
nomic cost and risks because of the more and more arbitration cases. The citizens of host countries
can’t protect their interests in the field of human rights and environment rights through the cur-
rent dispute settlement mechanism and the legitimacy crisis of the investment arbitration system is
becoming more and more prominent.

Therefore, reform is urgently needed and some reforms have been adopted in some countries
in the field of international investment law. The tendency of international investment treaties
which shows partiality for investors and ignores the jurisdiction of host countries and the social
values associated with the international investment should be changed. Strengthening the social
responsibility of international investors, and giving the governments of host countries and their
citizens the chances and rights to call the multinational corporations to account for their social
responsibilities directly according to the international law will be important contents of the innova-
tion of the international investment law in the future.

Key Words: humanization of international law, environment protection, human rights protection,

international investment law, international investment treaty
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