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Abstract: Since the beginning of 21 century, international relationship has changed greatly and
human beings face a lot of new challenges. Firstly, Crises of 21 Century Style rise, such as the
Nuclear Issues of North Korea and Iran, the Global Financial Crisis in 2008, and the United Na-
tions Climate Change Conference 2009. Secondly. the global financial crisis has caused deeply
change of international power comparison. The economic powers of the U. S., Japan and the
member states of EU have decreased, while the comprehensive powers of China, India and Brazil
have increased. Thirdly, the tendency of institutionalization of international community is more
obvious, the number of international organization increases rapidly and the fields they concerned
are enlarged.

In the context of new changes of international community, the development of contemporary
international law also embodies new characters. Coexistence phenomenon of globalization and
fragmentation of international law is more prominent. The criminalization of international law is
also more obvious with some criminal prosecutions against state leaders in recent years. Then the
mutual influence between international law and domestic law is highlighted. The main tendency is
the effect of international law on domestic law, which reflects the requirement of international or-
ganizations for some of state sovereignty to be transferred. Finally, the fields of international law
are enlarging, that is, from the regulation of space expeditions to the division of the ocean floor,
from the protection of human rights to the management of international financial system. In fact,
its involvement has spread to all the aspects of international life.

In the meanwhile, contemporary international law is shouldering more and more expectations
and responsibilities. The values of international law, such as development, safety and human
rights have been recognized by international community in some extent. International constitu-
tional ideas have become an unavoidable problem of international jurisprudence. The concept of
common interests of international community has penetrated into the international law. In this
background, the study of international law in China should actively pay attention to and suit to
such changes.

Key Words: international law, new development, values of international law
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