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Abstract: In English, public prosecution means to “report, inform against, charge, and initiate le-
gal proceeding by public organ”. It is translated as “jian cha” in Chinese because the prosecution
organs in western countries, especially in continental legal system countries, possess the attribute
of supervision, which also fits in with the legal culture embodied by the royal censor system in
ancient China. The connotation of prosecution have four aspects, that is, prosecuting as its main
function, supervision as its attribute, safeguarding the unity of rule of law, and representing the
state and social interests. These four aspects support for each other and any of them cannot be in
shortage.

The connotation of prosecution varies in different countries. In China, it has a number of
characteristics. For example, its attribute has been elevated to “legal supervision”. And prosecu-
tion in China has a wider range of functions than in other countries, and all the functions are sub-
ject to legal supervision. Moreover, the role of the subject of prosecution transits from the “repre-
sentative of state and social interests” to “state’s legal supervisor”. The aforementioned Chinese
characteristics of the connotation of prosecution have a number of advantages. They make the four
elements of the connotation of prosecution more harmonious. They are beneficial for prosecution
organs to take an impartial position in enforcing the law, and are also beneficial for them to exer-
cise powers independently and realize the justice, and thus good for realizing the goal of safe-
guarding the unity of rule of law.

The connotation of prosecution gives us the revelation that the four elements of prosecution
are an organic unity, which can be neither separated nor opposed, as otherwise it may lead to er-
rors in theory or practice. Specifically speaking, there are four revelations. Firstly, prosecution
organs in China are legal supervision organs but not public charging organs. Secondly, “legal su-
pervision” derives from the internal attribute of supervision and cannot be deemed as deviant.
Thirdly, contradictions within the prosecution are not antagonistic and the “destroy the party” ap-
proach may not be necessary. And finally, multiple measures should be taken to address problems
and prevent contradictions.

Key Words: connotation of prosecution, supervision, coordination, reform
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