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Abstract: The research on criminal responsibility in China has been slowed down in recent years,
and we cannot transcend the level we have reached. In author’s opinion, the most important rea-

son of such situation is that theories on criminal responsibility only put their eyes on penalty, so
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that theories on criminal responsibility and theories on penalty are almost the same. If so, it is not
necessary for theories on criminal responsibility to exist, theories on penalty will take their place.
However, the emergence of VOM (victim— offender mediation) has shown another possible un-
derstanding of criminal responsibility, and will broaden our horizons about it.

This paper discusses the new concept of criminal responsibility in VOM’s view, including the
premise, subjects, objects, varied measures, and aims of criminal responsibility. In detail, in
view of VOM, the premise of criminal responsibility is that the offenders have relatively free will.
The primary subject to assume responsibility is the offender, but at the same time, the communi-
ty is also responsible for the event. They are responsible to the victim and the community, not to
the state. The measures to realize criminal responsibility include compensation, apology and com-
munity labor. The aim of these measures is to restore all parties.

VOM itself will be an important criminal sanction different from penalty. Accordingly, the
methods for the offenders to undertake their criminal responsibility will be penalty, security meas-
ures, and VOM, not only penalty and security measures which we usually thought them to be.
This paper analyses in detail the relationship among these three methods, especially their differ-
ences.

At last, this paper discusses the aims of criminal responsibility. As far as we know, punish-
ment and prevention are the two goals of criminal responsibility. VOM shows us a promising fu-
ture that restoration grows to be one of the goals of criminal responsibility. The paper analyses in
detail the relationship among these three goals.

Keywords: criminal responsibility, victim—offender mediation, penalty, security measures






