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Abstract: The rule of asking relatives and neighbors first in the trade of farmland and house was initiated
in the law of Latter Chou Dynasty, and it reached its climax in the period of Song and Yuan Dynasty.
Later in the period of Ming and Ching, there was not such compulsory regulation in the state code, but
folk customs still followed it. Such a rule could maintain the land within the clan to the maximum possi-
bility, reducing the risk of trades and harmonizing the relationship between family members. It closely
relates to the rules of priority and neighboring right in modern civil law.

Keywords: asking relatives and neighbors first, farmland and house trades, civil law in ancient China
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