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Abstract: As from May 1942, the High Court of Shanxi — Gansu — Ningxia Boarder Area, by assigning
work and research tasks within its internal court system while depending on the counties as units, con-
ducted a systematic investigation and differentiation of the local customs of each county by the court per-
sonnel. By September of 1944, the High Court successfully collected 69 civil customs containing rights
and obligations from 8 counties, and made a preliminary differentiation of them by their collectors. Some
of these civil customs were later applied by the High Court. The investigation, differentiation and appli-
cation of civil customs promoted the court personnel’ s understanding of the society and knowledge of
civil customs, and enriched their experience of handling civil cases. However, the High Court failed to
systematically analyze those customs and formulated no policy or rules albeit a simple collection, which
did not avail the investigation to its full function.

Keywords: The high court of Shanxi — Gansu — Ningxia boarder area, civil customs, civil judicature, le-
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