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Abstract: After the excavation of the Yunmeng Bamboo Clips of Qin Dynasty, the collector inaccurately
interpreted royal decisions contained therein as decided examples, i. e., cases. However, literature and
records did not contain an item relating to decided examples, nor provided them with the meaning of cas-
es. Thus the two grounds on which the collector interpreted royal decisions as decided examples could not
be justified. Based on the original language of the Bamboo Clips of Qin Dynasty, royal decisions were de
facto official decisions, or the actual practices of the officials. It was the using of the discretional power
that had caused the divergence between the actual practices and the legal provisions.

Keywords: royal decisions, case, Yunmeng Bamboo Clips of Qin
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