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Abstract: The widening gap between the rich and the poor has become a key issue to the sustainable de-
velopment of Chinese social economy. The fundamental cause of the issue is the development of western
style individualism, the market economy system based on the individualism and the lack of related social
law regime. Therefore, the main way to rectify the widening gap between the rich and the poor is the es-
tablishment and development of social law regime based on collectivism, which not only accords with the
contemporary spirit of modern society and the general social legislations of most countries, but also con-
forms to Chinese traditional culture and legal philosophy. However, it should be noted that collectivism is
only the notional basis of social law, rather than that of the whole legal science. Also. collectivism does
not mean the denial of individualism, rather, the collectivism and individualism are complementary, be-
ing supplement to each other.
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