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Abstract: The systematic position of legal interests may be analyzed in two aspects, one of which is the
relation between legal interests and positive law, the other is the field where the legal interests are dis-
cussed. The concept of legal interests in different contexts would be a different one, which plays different
function. The legal interests in legislative stage can only be the concept of the constitutionally legal inter-
ests, whose function is to provide appropriate criterion of criminal policy for law — makers. In the field of
judicial stage, the concept of legal interests is only the one according to the criminal code and will guide
the interpretation of the definition of a crime stipulated in the criminal law, so that the inculpation can be
completed, while the concept of the constitutionally legal interests will iustify an action, though the defi-
nition of a crime is fulfilled, after weighing the conflict values of legal interests.

Key words: legal interests, concept of crime, criterion of criminal policy
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