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Abstract: Based on the local chronicles of the Qing Dynasty, and taking the positivist approach to exam-
ine the problem of folk super — litigiousity in the area south of river, it can be seen that there were two
fundamental reasons for the super ~ litigiousity. One is the expanded population and the other is the
drawback of the traditional arbitrary system of China. The super - litigiousity posed pressure on the local
finance and speeded the disintegration of traditional society, objectively helping introduce the juridical re-
form in the end of the Qing Dynasty.

Keywords: legal history of the Qing Dynasty, local chronicles, super - litigiousity and no — litigiousity
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