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[ Abstract] During the Ming and Qing dynasties, disputes among common people over tri-
fling interests often led to lawsuits, even to homicide cases. Statistics in two compilations of cases
at that time - Li Qing’ s “Zhe Yu Xin Yu” and Shen Yanging’ s “Huai Qing Zheng Ji” - showed
that about 30% of the lawsuits during that period involved relatives. Those disputes were so fierce
that it’ s hard to imagine any general ethical constraints existed at that time. Meanwhile, the au-
thority of clan failed to effectively resolve disputes among relatives; rather, it had become more of
an excuse for infringing upon others’ interests than a backup of ethical norms. Therefore, the in-
fluence of Confucian ethics on behaviors of the populace in the Ming and Qing dynasties may need

to be reexamined.
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