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Abstract; Democratic centralism contains the dual value goals of democratic legitimacy and centralized
effectiveness. However, the democratic centralism of the Party and the democratic centralism of state in-
stitutions have different emphases in terms of value goals. The former takes centralized effectiveness as
its foothold and destination and can strengthen the effectiveness of the operation of state institutions. As
an organizing principle of the Party, democratic centralism shapes Party’ s organizations that are embed-
ded in state institutions and provides the organizational basis for the Party to lead state institutions effec-
tively. As the principle of the Party’ s activities and leadership mechanism and through Party organiza-
tions embedded in state organs, democratic centralism plays an important role in filling the gaps in the
constitutional relationships among state organs, coordinating the constitutional relationships among state
organs and solving the problems of dual responsibility of local state organs. The democratic centralism of
the Party and that of state institutions influence and interact with each other, realizing the connection be-
tween the constitution-based exercise of the ruling power and constitution-based state governance and
shaping the constitutional system of China.

Key Words: democratic centralism, state institutions, constitutional system, constitution-based exer-

cise of the ruling power, constitution-based state governance
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