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Abstract : On the issue of whether there is an abstract right to personal information, there are debates a-
bout the method and the viewpoint of analysis. Taking the traditional approach to rights analysis in civil
law and analyzing from the bottom-up viewpoint based on the theory of interpretation, it can be found
that the Chinese Civil Code and the Chinese Personal Information Protection Law actually provide for
three types of specific rights in the content layer of personal information, that is, exploitation rights,
which determine whether others have the authority to process the information, defensive rights when oth-
ers do not have the authority to process the information, and the rights when others have the authority to
process the information. Among them, the first two types of specific rights are derived from the decision-
making right of personal information as stipulated in Article 44 of the Personal Information Protection
Law, which is an atypical dominant right to personal information that adopts an exclusion strategy in the
description of the ownership of interests and has considerable retroactive effects. The system of personal
information rights consists of the decision-making right, which focuses on the initial distribution order of
personal information, and the right to be informed and the right of portability, which focus on the ex-
change order of personal information processing.

Key Words: personal information right, dominant right, a bundle of rights, right of decision-making on

personal information, system of personal information rights
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